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Summary and Recommendation: 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Members of the publication ‘Impact on Radioactive Waste 
Management from the UK’s Withdrawal from the EU and the Euratom Treaty’  compiled by the 
Committee on Radioactive Waste Management (CoRWM) at the request of the UK Government and 
the Governments of Scotland and Wales. 
 
Members are asked to consider the report and its key findings.  

 

 
 
1. Background 

 
1.1 The Committee on Radioactive Waste Management (CoRWM) provides independent scrutiny 

and advice to the UK governments on the long-term management of higher activity radioactive 
wastes.  

 

1.2 They have 12 members, who are experts in different aspects of radioactive waste management. 
Members are appointed by, and report to ministers from the Department for Business, Energy & 
Industrial Strategy, the Scottish government, the Welsh government and the Department of the 
Environment of Northern Ireland.  
 

1.3 The UK Government and the Governments of Scotland and Wales asked CoRWM to provide 
advice on the potential impact of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU and the Euratom Treaty on 
the management of radioactive waste in the UK.  
 

1.4 CoRWM were asked specifically to identify if there are likely to be gaps in the current legal and 
regulatory coverage of radioactive waste management post Brexit.  

 

1.5 In the event of gaps being identified, CoRWM were asked to consider what new legislation or 
regulatory arrangements would be required to ensure that the scope of the current regulatory 
controls is maintained or, where possible, improved. 

 
2.  Committee on Radioactive Waste Management (CoRWM) Key Findings and Advice 

 
2.1 CoRWM assessed the impact of the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union and the Euratom 

Treaty on the management of spent fuel and the management of radioactive waste in the 
United Kingdom. 
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2.2 They looked at the requirements placed on the UK’s legislative and regulatory environment 
arising from the key European Union/Euratom Directives and regulations in the area of spent 
fuel and radioactive waste management.  

 

2.3 The report advised that there are related areas of EU law which may effect radioactive waste 
management, for example environmental impact assessment, strategic environmental 
assessment, habitats and protected species, and the water framework directive however 
CoRWM did not analyse these areas, as they are general issues, not specific to radioactive waste 
management.  

 
2.4 In respect of radioactive waste and spent fuel management, CoRWM have not identified any 

major significant gaps between the current arrangements within the UK and those that will 
continue to be in place post Brexit.  

 

2.5 CoRWM believes that in the context of the safe management of spent fuel and the safe 
management of radioactive waste, withdrawal from the European Union and the Euratom 
Treaty should have no major impact.  

 

2.6 The current arrangements that are in place within the UK are robust and provide a 
comprehensive legal framework for the protection of workers, the public and the Environment 
and are in compliance with the requirements of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
Joint Convention, of which the UK is a Contracting Party and is therefore subject to its 
requirements and the associated international scrutiny. 

 

2.7 CoRWM identified some areas requiring consideration by the UK Government, but none which 
appear to require fundamental change to primary or secondary legislation to ensure the delivery 
of an equivalent regime to that currently in operation in the UK.  

 

2.8 These are specifically in the areas of ongoing co-operation, such as research, notification, 
information-sharing, and transboundary movement of radioactive waste and spent fuel.   

 

2.9 A full copy of the CoRWM report to Government, its findings and suggestions to address these 
issues can be accessed by using the link below: 

 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file
/702809/3381_Impact_on_Radioactive_Waste_Management_from_the_UKs_Withdrawal_from_the
_EU_and_the_Euratom_Treaty_CoRWM.pdf 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/702809/3381_Impact_on_Radioactive_Waste_Management_from_the_UKs_Withdrawal_from_the_EU_and_the_Euratom_Treaty_CoRWM.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/702809/3381_Impact_on_Radioactive_Waste_Management_from_the_UKs_Withdrawal_from_the_EU_and_the_Euratom_Treaty_CoRWM.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/702809/3381_Impact_on_Radioactive_Waste_Management_from_the_UKs_Withdrawal_from_the_EU_and_the_Euratom_Treaty_CoRWM.pdf

